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How floating gardens are created [I Bed preparation

. . ) During monsoon, water hyacinth is
Still water protected from strong waves in canals, ponds, rivers, gathered and compacted into rafts. At
lagoons and wetlands is a good place for floating beds or baira
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intervals of 8-10 days, more layers are
built using water lettuce, duckweed
and salvinia. In some places coconut
husk or soil is spread over the bed.
Top layer provides the compost

The organic bed is
= ,E allowed to rot for

15 to 30 days. It is
then anchored by

— 7 placing bamboo
poles around it

Winter crop

E When floodwater
recedes in late
autumn, the
platforms are P
broken, mixed with §
soil and gardening
plots are prepared
on land

/ ‘
v/bl y Aftera week when the seedlings are 15 cm Vegetable cultivation . /
E hegetategs a;fl long, the balls are transferred to the raft. In Seeds are placed inside small balls made
a’;FS » WiliE q some areas, seeds are sown directly in the of aquatic plants like creeping grass durali
?99 '"lgs ‘“Ie_ “5:? coconut husk spread over the rafts. Vegetables and salvinia fern. These plants are dried
O?rt:(;rvji;:e:“(?olon grown are okra, cucumber, gourds, amaranth, and moistoned before making balls
P red amaranth, egg plant, pumpkin, spinach RR—
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